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The King, the Parliament, a nd the Clergy 8 


c - — | 
Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye Princes of the 
houſe of 1jrael ; ought not you to Fnow better S -%, 
wha hate the good, and love the evil; who pet the | 
ein of the poor, and their fleſh from off their” bonesz 
who alſo eat the fleſh of my people, and flay their n 
from off them 5 end break their bones, and chop them im | | 
pieces, as for the pot, and as fleſh to put within the | 
copper. Ye Hall cry unte the Lore, but He will 'not 
hear you: He will even hide his face from you AT 
THAT TIME, as you have behaved yorr ſelves ill in | 
your doings.— Your hireling Preachers alſs ſhall be> | | 
aſhamed and confounded : yea, they hall hang down B. | 
heads and keep filence, for there ſhall be no aner I | 
from God, © Micah 3. . B 
Countrymen, . | ; 5 
With grief I have for ſeveral years paſt, ſeen and felt one 
part of the community as it were “ grinding the faces? 
of the other; while the Clergy whoſe proper buſineſs it 
is to plead for the oppreſſed, and deliver the helpleſs out 
of the hands of the ſpoiler, have inftead thereof, in ge- 
neral, been helping the oppreſſor, and ſharing the ſpoils? (| 
It is high time, therefore, for all whote eyes and {|| 
hearts God hath teuched with light and love; to pen 
their mouths in the cauſe of the poor; and I do (in the 
name of the living God !) call 1 8 all fuch, whether 
clergy or laity, high or low, to look at the patterns ſet 
before them in His revealed will 3 and as they did, to de- 
*lare the truth to proud, covetous, oppreſſive, pleaſurę- 
taking Kings, Princes, Lords, Bifhops, Senators, and all 
ſorts of great and rich men; as well as to drunken, idle, 
S thieviſh, ſwearing, poor men. Look to Iſaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and the reſt of the prophets, and to Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and ſee if ever they uſed more ſevere 
or reprobating language to the poor and the ignorant, 
than they did to the great, the powerful, the rich, and 
the learned; no, pride and covetouſneſs and pleaſure, 
are as ſurely damnable fins as drunkenneſs, ſtealing, or 
(wearing; and the word of God makes no difference be- 
tween a wicked King and a wicked Beggar; except that 
\ former is the molt culpable, | 
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As to that plea which is often urged by way,of excite WM they 
for the faults and corruption of government, that other | 
nations are much worſe off than us, it is deceitful and op- 
preſſive; for granting that either the ſtate of this king. 
dom has at ſome former period, been worſe than at pre- 
Jent, or that other empires are ſo ow; certainly theſe 
are not reaſons why we ſhould ſupinely ſuffer the exiſt- 
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man, 
ence of our remaining hardſhips and evils, which both rende 
reaſon and revelation commands us to uſe our beſt en- unfr: 
deavours to root out and deſtroy.— By the ſame rule all A 
redreſs, re formation, or improvement might at any time thro! 

be ſtopped : for who can determine when either a nation T ment 

or an individual is in the moſt wretched ſtate that was WW jewe 
ever experienced? Even the preſent deplorable ſtate of the 1 
France has been greatly exceeded in the records of man- fobe: 
kind. In ſhort, the plain chriſtian rule is not what i; mon 
Or has been done, either here or elſewhere, but what relig 
1. QUGHT. to. bedone : having alſo a ſpecial regard to the Ml parli 
degree of light, knowledge, and profeſſion of the parties, ve { 
in our compariſons. —T believe no goyernors in the world Wl and i 


make ſo great a profeſſion of wiſdom and goodneſs as outs, Wl great 


and I believe no poor in the world turn fo great a quan- ent! 
tity of work out of hand as ours do; both which re den 
ions naturally intitles them to a ſuperiority of conveni- In 


ences above the continental workmen, or at leaſt many pire, 
of them: Not that I commend that exce/s of labour are 
whereby God and eternal life are thruſt out of doors and wor 
ſacrificed to this world; which is exceedingly the caſe at ¶ ſqua 
this time among the poor;--- but I am perſuaded the ¶ ſure 
greateſt ſhare of the ſin lies at the door of our Rulers. chil 
In a part of Eſſex, not far from Chelmsford, the great 1 
farmers at a meeting which they held for that purpoſe, Wl ſcar 
agreed about a fortnight ago to reduce their labourers Ml ---a 
wages from 14d. to 18. a day; now what tedreſs or re- driv 
medy is there in ſuch a caſe, except that mean, wretched W and 
one, theworkhouſe ? or how can a man maintain a family ignc 
"bone/ily at this time upon 68. a week? Can it be expected the 


that ſach families can heartily wiſh or pray for the proſ- Wl inc 
—periry-of-x-government which-ſufters them to win A ll bor 
ecelſar ier of lift, whilſt they ſee the fruits of their labour bre⸗ 
+. Fquandered away Upon” hortes, dogs, equipages, play-houſes, leg. 


gaming tables, and a thoufand'other»/ele/s panties? _ 
gat rom the ſilence of our Clergy with reſpect to the 
ei of the government, What can one infer, but chat 
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they either think Kings and Parliaments are natus 
rally excluded from a chance of ſal vation, or elſe that 
they are incorrigible, and that it would only be loſt la- 
bour to attempt their converſian, or thirdly, that they 
believe that proud, lying, deceitful maxim to be true, viz 
that e King can do no wrong ; or laſtly, that the fear of 


man, and the love of this world, ſtops their mouths, and 


renders their teſtimony partial, and in a great meafare 
unfruitful; yea often wholly uſeleſs, and even pernicious. 


Are the aſtoniſhing ſums which we ſee continually | 
thrown away upon dogs, horfes, equipages, entertain- 
ments, play houſes, gaming tables, fide-boards of plate, 


jewels, laces, pictures, and a thouſand other idols, while 
the nation is over_the head in debt, and thouſands of 
ſober, honeſt, induſtrious families are deſtitute. of com- 
mon neceſſaries ;- I ſay, are theſe facts a proof of true 


religion or grace in our governors? If the King or 


parliament think their authority {lighted or ſtruck at; 


and if their love to God and zeal for His honour was as 


den where there is ſtrength to bear it. | 


7 pire, when multitudes of men, women, and children 
rare cut off from the means of happineſs, both as to this 
I world and the next, it is not only à grievous ſin to 
t ſquander wealth away upon pleaſure ; but it is alſo as 
e ſurely a ſin to lay up riches, either for ourſelves or our 
children, as it is to get drunk, or commit adulter. 
t Through want of proper education and inſtruction- 
, ſcarcity and badneſs of work--- low, inadequate wages 
's Wl —-and dear proviſions, many of the poor are drawn or 
driven into-crimes, which the rich are not in danger of; 
d and, their innocent children are brought up in fack 
1 Wl ignorance and wretchedneſs as naturally leads them inta 
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the ſame crooked ways, and conſequently continually 
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{- Wl increaſes the number of, pickpockets, ſhoplifters, ſheep 
0 bore fowl and wood-ſtealers, highway robbers; houſes - 
ir WM breakers, ang all the various claſſes of thieves in 
„, lite 4 DN - 15 20 v2 24k 25 Es „C 
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| we ſee they don't want power to puniſh the offender; 


great as that for their own, we ſnould ſoon ſee a differs 
ent face upon the nation, and laws made to lay the bur- 


In the preſent diſtreſs, in the preſent ſtate of this ems 
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But the inſatiable thirſt which many have for riches, 
alto ruins multitudes who ſtand a rank higher in the ſcale 
of the community, than thoſe juſt mention'd: I mean 
the {mall and middle fort of ſhopkeepers, manufacturers 
and farmers; who are joftled out, kept out, or ſwallow'd 
up by their rich, puſhing, graſping, covetous, overgrown 


 neigabours; and not being able to get a living by down- 
right hard labour, nor having humility enough to ſubmit 


to the-confinement and cuſtoms of a workhoufe, many 
of them turn their hands to ſwindling, forgery, coining, 
gaming, and the reſt of the purſuits followed in this 
wretched time by the midale rank of thieves. 

But though both theſe degrees of malefactors will, 
without repentance, certainly be finally condemned by 


God, yet there is a third and higher claſs of thieves or 


robbers, whom moſt people ſeem to think not only 
juſtifiable, but even very highly commendable, whom 
yet I believe to be often more wicked and inexcuſable 


+= Than either of the others. This third rank begins with 


tae rich, puſhing, graſping, covetous, byergrown farmer, 
ſhopkeeper, manufacturer, factor, jobber, or merchant 
&c.. and goes on through clergymen, gentlemen, noble 


men, biſhops, judges, parliaments, miniſters of ſtate, even 


up to princes and kings :---for in each of theſe ſpecies, 


there are often found men at leaſt as hateful to God, 
and more deſtructive to man, than any among the tw 
firſt clafles of delinquents mention*d above. 

Why God permits the oppreſſor to proſper, yea ſome- 
times to grow old in the enjoyment of his ill-gotten 


treaſures, and at laſt to godown to the grave in honor and 


quiet; is not my buſineſs at this time to inquire' into 
one thing is clear; that it is the end of chriſtianity, and 


Et the duty of chriſtians to undo, counteract and deſtroy 


many things which God for a time, permits; - to re- 
lieve the oppreſſed, to plead for the dumb, to undo the 
heavy burdens, to break every unjuſt yoke---in ſhert, 
to fight againſt and deftroy fin and evil in general, in 
all its various ſhapes, and boldly to denounce the judg- 


ments of God againſt the wickedneſs of the rich, the 


great, and the powerful of the earth. 
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You will grant, I doubt not, that wicked vieh ad 
Feat men, will 28 ſurely be deftroy'd a8 wicked po- 


„nen; and my preſent buſineſs is to warn ſuch of you 
e as fear God, to deliver your own ſouls from the guilt 
n Wl of their blood; as well as from the guilt of the blood of 
s many worthy perſons among the poor and lower orders, 
1d WW whole cries go up to God day and night, becauſe of their 
heavy oppreſſion ; and alſo from the guilt of the blood 
„of thoſe ſwarms of poor wicked unhappy wretehes, who 
it W often finiſh their miſerable, pernicious exiſtence, either 
na priſon, in: exile, or on the gallows; but whom 
„proper education and inſtruction, and a, way open to 
is W procure a comfortable ſubſiſtence by a reaſonable de- 
gree of labour; might have kept chaſte and honeſt as 
! well as the rich: for certainly in the matures of 
poor and rich mens' children there is no difference. 
It Whoever therefore truly loves the King, let meperſuade 
bim to ſhew eit as Daniel did his to Nebuchadnezzar 3 
m by admoniſhing him to humble himſelf, to turn from 
le fin to righteouſneſs, and from oppreſſion to eee c 
h removing the burdens and hardſhips of the poor We... + 
t, read very often in the ſeriptures of courtly prophets in 
WW them days, who cried peace, peace, when there was no 
„peace (with God)---who. daubed with the rotten mortar 
of flattery, making the King glad with their ſmooth 
s MW {crmons, and the Princes or nobles with lying expoſi- 
d, tions of the law,---blefling the covetoys whom God ab- 
0 boreth, and telling them they were the children of 
Abraham, and entitled to: the promiſes made to his obe- 
e. dience, altho'they themſelves lived in diſobedience. - 
nl And we have a numerous offspring of them ** dumb 
1d dogs”? and d blind guides“ at this time: for though 
2:8 God has declared that he who lives ia pleaſure is dead 
dM while he lives, yet by the help of a few phraſes ſuch as 
ani ſement, exerciſe, recreation, &c. neither balls, cards, 
e-. plays, huntings, horſe-races, nor indeed any ether fſa- 
ell thionable Ks ve hinder a man from being (accord- 
t, ing to them) a moſt religious and gracious chriſtian }. 
in If therefore, our love to the church of England be 
rue and ſcriptural, let it operate the right way; that is, 
de by rebuking and warning them; as Chriſt did the Few= 
iſh clergy of the ſame ſpirit and practice in his day. Ag 
to covering or Hiding their ſhame, that is impoſſible 3 ” 
they are ſa notoriouſly and impudently guilty, that to 
- excule them vou {ud run counter to the ſpirit of bots 
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Am perſuaded that their profits (eſpecially among the /aller 
ones) are much leſſened of late years ; through the glut of 

_ pebple forced into the various lines of trade by that pernicious 
growing evil, the monopoly of lands: and I think the preſent 


the ole and new teſtaments, and become the deftroyers 5 


many years paſt : It is much more difficult for the ge. 


no more wages now than were paid when the neceſſaries of life 


numbers of tradeſmen groan under at this time; and whereby 


1 


their de luded flocks. 


I iook upon the ecclefiaſtical as well as the civil go. 
vernment, to have been growing worſe and worſe for 


nerality of labouring men, or ſmall ſhopkeepers or ma- 
nufacturers, to get a _ now, than it Was 30 or 40 
Fears ago + and as the | ſtreſſes of the poor has been 
. increaſing, ſo =_ PLES idleneſs, careleſsnefs, and 
eovetouſneſs of the Clergy. 
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+ As to labourers and working perſons, multitudes have 
- were to be had at half the preſent prices: and where an advance 


Has taken place, it is in general not more than one-fourth of 
The additional expence of living. And as to ſnhopkeepers, &c. 
Jem 


Kite of the poor- rates, workhouſes and pritons, ſufficiently 
proves whar I advance. Which is alfo further proved by that 
exceſſive, intolerable, grinding load of debt which great 


their liberty and earthly happineſs or convenience is rendered 


very precatious and uncertain ; being at the continual dif 


cretion or will of their creditors ; to whom they are thus 


.- obliged to ſell themſelves for the ſake of a tolerable living, 
which they cannot otherwiſe procure :—not being able to get 


out of debt without throwing up trade, and going either to 


 Kbour, which they are not able to perform, or to the work. 
houſe. In the midſt of all this miſery, many have indeed 


0 3 immensly rich, and many more get an eaſy living, 
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K all things pertaining 


and theſe wickedly ſtrive to keep things as they are) but 


the bulk or main body of the people have been for years paſt 


(and now are ſtill more) growing poor, hopeleſs, © wicked, 


- and wretched.!—Beſfides thoſe bankruptcies which are pubs 
_ Jiſhed in the papers, there are alſo very many inſolvencies, 


failures, and compefitions continually toking place, which ne- 
ver appear either in the gazette, or upon the 


| ks of a priſon. 
O juſt, mercify!, almighty God ! help the ſpoiled againſt 
the ſtrong; bring out the priſoners from the priſon-houſe, 
and let the poor and 1 Thy name for a ſufficiency 

to Hint and godline! 
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No, it is the Empire of 


_ ing and widening them, to grat 
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When the nation made fo great 2 ſtruggle two or- 


three years ago, to get the flave trade abolithed, althe” 


it was a buſineſs that belonged in a peculiar manner to 
every chriſtian biſhop, yet how little did it feem to 
41 the bench in general! and as little have they ſinee 


ſupported the national wiſh of a parliamentary reform; 
altho' they can't be ignorant of the pernicious, unjuſt, 


drunken, ruinous, corrupt mode of our preſent elec- 
tions. And as litt le do they at this time ſeem to ſecond 
the wifhes and endeavours of the poor and peaceable 
part of the Nation, to induce the King to put a ſpeedy 
end to this unjuſt, bloody, ruinous, defolating war; + 
King G orge, and not of Kin 
Jeſus, that our dignified clergy ſtrive to extend an 
eſtabliſh. Walking-ſticks are not near ſo defirable in 


their eyes, as coaches; nor barley bread, dried fiſh, 


and water; as veniſon, fowls, and rich wines. 13 

If any perſon ſhould ſay, that even yet there are 
ſome few Laws, and Weſleys, and Whitfields, and 
Fletchers among the iwer orders ef the clergy; I au- 
ſwer, zf there are it is high time to ſeparate themſelves, 


and come out from that Britiſh Babylon; that they may 
thereby ſave their own ſouls, and be clear by ſuch a 


public warning, of the blood of that polluted, oppreſſive 
church, when its deſtruction cometh as a thief at mid- 
night, and God ſhall cauſe it to yomit up its'ill-gotten 


wealth, and its ill-us'd power !---for of the very little 
that has been done or attempted of late years to melio- 


rate the conditions of the poor and lower orders, I know - 
of nothing that has been produced or properly ſupport- 
ed by the biſhops. No, it is not from the love and la- 
bours, and expence of 2pi/copal hearts of lips, or pens'os 
property, that the poor and the opprefſed have any 
reaſon to hope for better days: on the contrary, does 


it not ſeem to be their determined feſolution, by lies 
and flatteries, to ſecond and ſtrengthen all the op- 


preſſive meaſures of wicked men; inſtead of honeſtly 
and boldly declaring, as they ought, the whole cguncel 
of God againſt the proud, covetous, luxurious, plea- 
| | 3 . f ſure * 

"+ And rather endeavour to heal and cloſe the divifiong of 
France, than to drive them to greater madneſs by foment« 
iy pride and corctoutyeſn 


— 
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of England, becauſe of what John and Charles Weſley, 
er George Whitfield ſaid concerning it, I earneſtly en- 
treat you to conſider how plainly the Spirit of God has 
wWarn'd you againſt placing implicit or univer ſal faith in 
ANY MAN, except Jeſus. Chriſt: In the old teſta- 
- ment, he ſays, if God ſhould permit a preacher to 
ariſe and Work miracles, yet if he ſpeak contrary to 
truth, reject him; and accordingly, we find, that God 
did permit the prieſts of Pharoah to work miracles ;--- 
and Chriſt ſays, He will do the ſame in theſe laſt 
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ſure-taking extort ionen, however bigh in office 25 
well as againſt the poor, oppreſſed, murmuring, dig. 
contented, ſtarving, revolutionary ſubject? | 


contrary to truth, reje& us: and in fact, we find 


leſs than the groſs corruptions of our national church 
at this time, - | | bet N 


cated and brought up to manhood, and which he knew 
was originally inſtituted by the command of God! be- 


found it neceſſary to rebuke him PUBLICLY | _ 
But indeed, errors and faults in upright, wiſe and 


5 (#3 


As for you who are zealouſly-attached to the church 


us; 
days. But perhaps you will ſay, theſe were magj- rep 
.cians? or falſe prophets.;---now therefore hear what - 
Paul ſays, though IJ, or an angel from heaven preach bap 


| | ke he i ti01 
that the conduct of Mark did draw either Paul or | 
Barnabas into an error ; for we ſee their quarrel about 


it aroſe to ſuch a height; that they left each other's ax 
company. Though indeed it appears to me that tiot 
Mark's fault, which: Paul thought of ſuch conſe- i fue 


But we will g0 a ſtep further, and j aſt eaſt our eyes bs 
upon the conduct of Peter, a long time after Chriſt's 
aſcenſion ; and I think when you carefully conſides MW | 


all that God. had done for him, and for others % him, W po! 
you will not ſcruple to place him upon as high a fozm. do. 


ag Mr. Weſley: and yet we ſee that after all his love lee 
- and, labour and danger and ſucceſs in the cauſe of 
truth; his natural affection, partiality, and reverence 


to the old Jewiſh church [in which he had been edu- 


trayed him into ſuch, an egregious; error, that Paul 


gdod men, need not be fought in the ſcriptures pt: a 
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candle. Noah, Lot, Abraham, Moſes, Job, David, 
Solomon, Hezekiah, Jehofaphat, Elijah, Jeremiah 
Joſiah, and many others are inſtances ſufficient to teach 
us that perfect wiſdom dwells only in God; and that a 

erfectly ſtraight path was trod, throughout life, only 
by Jeſus Chriſt :---and that our perfection conſiſts not in 
knowledge, but in uprightneſs 3 or, in an honeſt and good 
heart : which naturally brings forth the three great riv- 
- ers of juſtice, mercy, and humility, with all their ſub- 
0 diviſions : and which at the ſame time that it makes 


o aus careful to avoid the errors or faults of even good men, 
d makes us earneſtly deſirous to know, the whole councel 
of God, fo far as reaſon and revelation authorizes 


ſt us; and upon conviction of error, makes us haſten to 
i- repentance. VVV 0 41 
As for yeu, whether 1 independants; or 
h baptiſts, &c. who profeſs to ſee the errors and corrup- 
tions of the epiſcopal church of this kingdom, and 

have profeſſedly ſeparated yourſelves from it, I can't ſes 

| how you can juſtify the ſupport which you give it by tha 
payment of tythes, rates, & dues, &c. or if theſe contribus 
tions are drawn from you by compulſion, how you can ſuffer 


e. ſuch an antichriſtian practice to exiſt, without prefents 
Þ ing continual, ſcriptural remonſtrances to the rv! ng 


power; and alſo continually and publicly: appealing to 
God, and earneſtly praying that He would deliver you 


BY from ſuch an antichriſtian yoke. IM 
ics More eſpecially does this ſeem to be a matter of im- 
m, portance to the whole body of Un:tarians in this king- 


dom; whether preachers or hearers, individuals or col» 


ve lecded congregations '; the difference {in doctrint) being 
of 


certainly much greater betwixt them and the church, 
than between it and the Calviniſt diſſenters. But alas, 
however near men may come to the truth in words 
how can we expect to ſee them take up the real croſs 
of Chriſt, (proſeeution, confifcation, poverty, con- 
tempt, imptiſonment, pain, &c. &c.) while they think 
that carpets and coaches, with all their elegant, 
honorable, bewitching concomitants, may be — 
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rich men, even in this diſtreſſed time, without forfeiting 


Meir title to the kingdom of God !----Love is indeed 
the end and aim and fulfilment of the law or will of 
God; or the ſecond covenant; and is the key which 
unlocks: the gates of heaven, or the doors of eternal 
Tife ;. but it is not a moomn-light love l—it is deſcribed as 
having a moſt vehement heat, and being Hronger than death; 
---and certainly if it willingly gives up fe for the 
ſake of God, His children, His truth, and the 


extenſion of His kingdom, it will not withold proper, 


or the goods of this world, whether leſs or more. 
The Scriptures teach us that great riches and deep 


poverty are alike unfavorable to man's growth in righ- 


teouſneſs; therefore Agur ſays, Give me not poverty 
teſt I ſteal, nor riches leſt I grow proud, covetous, and 
lIuxurious.* And Solomon, wh Labour not to be 
rich.“ Alſo Paul, © having food and eloathing, let us 


be therewith content ;*---for they that will be rich fall 


'nto many deſtructive ſnares and hurtful luſts, which 


drown men in perdition, © And again, the love of riches 


is the fountain from whence” ſprings all evil; which 


— 
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ways of darkneſs, and are at laſt irreelaimable. 


while ſome have endeavoured to get, they have de- 
parted from the law of Chriſt, and have pierced them- 
ſelves through with many ſorrows. Both Chriſt and 


James alſo pronounce bitter woes againſt the rich. 


Now all theſe doctrines, exhortations and commands, 
and many more of the ſame import throughout the 


Scriptures,” are perfectly agreeable to reaſon and expe- 


rience ; fox it ſeems to me almoſt an affront to common 
ſenſe; to ſpend time in proving that great riches draw 
their poſſeſſors into many fooliſh faſhions, pleaſures, 
and vices; and deep poverty drives others on the con- 
trary into many cares, bye- paths, crooked ways, and 
criminal practices; which though neceſſity at firſt 
compels many to enter much àgainſt their inclination, 
yet afterwards they become familiarized to works and 
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And further, it is not only true that laid- up riches 


and laſting poverty are equally enemies to the internal 


kingdom of God; but it is alſo as true that in what- 


ever community there are many who live in grandeur, 
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pleaſure, idleneſs, and luxury, there muſt be many more 
who undergo an exceſs of labour, and live in want of 
the neceſſaries or conveniences of life, For it is not 
f the Kings, Lords, Gentry, and Clergy, &c. themſelves 
5 unh, who muſt be ſupported by the labour of others; 


1 but there are allo an incredible number of human and 
5 brute creatures attendant upon grandeur, pleaſure, lux- 
f ury and idleneſs, who muſt, as well as their maſters, 
3 


e he fed and cloathed by the ſweak of their neighbours. 
bY ---Indeed to particularize all the curſed, galling, op- 
preſſive ſuperfluities of pride and faſhion, Is a"taſk which 
* | have neither inclination nor time for at preſent.---- 
f the ſhops and ſtreets of the inetropolis were cleanſed 
from all ſuch things, it wou'd perhaps be ſomething 
like Gideon's army, - reduc'd from 30000 to 3001 

Now all thefe ac#alls to the luſts of the great, muſt- 
be provided with food, cloathing, furniture, and habi- | 
tation, by the labour of others; for whom they do- 
nothing in return: and as God hath not commanded 


al aach vanities, but- the contrary, conſequently thoſe who 
ch WM... labouring to produce ,wool, flax, corn, butter, 
nes cheeſe, fleſh, &c. or are making cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, 
— or neceſſary furniture or houſes, I ſay all theſe labour- 


ers are labouring under the oppreſſion of the great or 
rich, who will have Palaces, Playhouſes, Coaches, 
Jewels, Plate, Laces, Pictures, Horſes, Hounds, &c. &c. 
and who will and do raiſe their taxes, revenues, and 
ids, rents, &e. in order to maintain them. 7 ; . 
the t is the duty of all ſervants of God, and preachers of 
pe- the goſpel of his fon Jefas Chriſt, to countera@ and en- 
mon Wceavour to deſtroy this kingdom and ſervice of antichriſt; 
and I do this day in the preſence and fear of God, and 
in the pity and leve of the. poor, diſeaſed, wounded, 
bruiſed, wandering, unſought-for fheep of this fold, 
rarn them to look at the conduct of the prophets: in the 
Old Teſtament, and of Chriſt and his apoftles in the 
New ; who laid their axes principally at the root of | 
rickedneſs ; that is, at the ſins of the leaders and rulers © 
! the people. © Wemwreflle not, (only) ſays Paul, with 
eln and blood, (beaſtly drunkards,whore-maſters &c.) but 
chiefly) with principalities and powers, with the 
ulers of the darkneſs of this world, and with fpiritual. 
Kkednels in high places: that is, with the pride, 
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covetouſneſs, deceit, oppreſhon, hypocriſy, and ſuperl 
tion of Kings, Magiſtrates, chief Prieſts, and rich men 

In doing this you may indeed expect to be plentiful 
beſpattered with the names of levellers, murmuray 
diſaffected, ſeditious, jacobins, revolutioniſts, &c. & 
yea, and moreover perhaps to meet with bonds 30 
impriſonments, &c. For all the rich and great, fron 
the firſt magiſtrate down to the tradeſman, and all the 
numerous IDOL- MAKERS, VANITY WORKERS, au 
other dependants, will naturally oppoſe you: I i 
naturally, for after all that we fee and have ſeen of th 
power and rage of great men, ſtill GOD REIGN 
both in heaven and on earth; and can even at this tiny 
of extravagant folly and wickedneſs, as eaſily turn 
hearts of the makers and uſers of vanities to caſt tha 

| into the fire in London, as once by the preaching of Pa 
He did the ſame thing in Epheſus: yea, and that iff 
pleaſes Him to the amount of one hundred times gol 
pieces of ſilver ! lis | 

To conclude, when a thinking man ſurveys the condufif 
thoſe who are called right reverend fathers in God, ſerval 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Spiritual guides of the Nation; hay 
can he wonder that the ſame conduct in the French prelai 
ſhou'd at laſt have driven into infidelity, many in that nat 
whoſe eyes were not ſtrong enough to ſee the real beauty u 
goodneſs of genuine, pure Chriſtianity, through the miſts al 
clouds and darknefs of cruelty, covetouſneſs, pride, 1dlend| 
luxury, ſuperſti-ion and falfſhood in which they had enif 
loped it? or who can reaſonably wonder if the ſame cal 
ſhou'd produce the ſame effects in 7his kingdom? — 
not mean to affirm that the French nation are fallen Seια 
in reſpect to true religion: no, I not only hope that there 
many among them who KNOW the good news brought f 
Jeſus Cariſt to be true; but I alſo believe that our civil A 
ecclefiaſtical infidels would act a more noble and honeſt, 
at leaſt a 4% calpable part, if like the French governors thi 
would throw off the profefion of chrittianity ſo long as thi 
are determined to reject its patterns, precepts aud command 
Remember that awful word, I wou'd thou wert ettheral 
or hot; but becauſe thou art neither cold nor hob 
WILL SPUE THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH!“ 

That this plain letter may be a means of ſtirring you ul 
a faithful diſcharge of your duty, is the prayer of 
n Your friend and ſervVant, for the hope of the goſpel. 
January 3, 179 44. THOMAS BENTLY 
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